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Grhazni. It is related that Mahmud prepared to invade
Persia during the minority of Majad, and sent an em-
bassy to the regent, bidding her to submit or to pre-
pare for war. Seydah threw herself upon Mahmud's
magnanimity, and replied that she knew his character
well: he would never attack a weak woman from whose
conquest no glory was to be won, while a repulse would
send his shame ringing down the ages Her feminine
tact is said to have prevailed, and Mahmud reserved the
blow till Majad's minority should be completed, when he
advanced with an army and reduced the country.

Unfortunately for so pretty a story, there seems little
evidence in its favour. Abul Fida knows nothing of
it, and Price ignores it. If Majad was four years old in
387 A.H. (997 A.D.), his minority would probably have
terminated when he was fifteen or sixteen, if not earlier,
i.e. about 400 A.H. ; but Mahmud's invasion did not take
place till 420 A.H., when Majad must have been a man of
thirty-three years of age, and had long been independent
of petticoat domination. As a matter of fact, we find
that as soon as he reached puberty the "ungrateful
stripling" (as Price calls him) attached himself to a
"vizier of dubious fidelity,'* and bade defiance to that
"respectable dowager," the regent. The Governor of
Luristan came to the help of the widow, and the two
defeated Majad and his " obnoxious vizier." Majad was
taken prisoner, and Seydah ascended the throne as Queen
de jure and de faoto, whereupon the Luristan governor
retired, amply compensated by the marks of the Queen's
bounty. So long as she reigned, Seydah was a model
queen, but after some time, feeling able to overlook her
son's youthful outbreak, she permitted him to reascend
the throne. During her lifetime things went well with